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act as the President instructs them.* But as in all important
matters particularly those relating to treaties with foreign
countries he has to secure the assent of the Senate, he can-
not rule despotically.f As he is the favourite of a parti-
cular party and is not only anxious to keep the party
pleased but also to win popular support to earn a name in
the history of his country he keeps his policy in conformity
with the wishes of his countrymen. We thus see that the
Americans have carried this- principle of separation of
powers rather too far.
In Switzerland the executive consists of seven members
who form the Federal Council, the chief executive body of
the country, which is the most peculiar body.}   It entirely
differs from the executive of other federations in several
respects.     This peculiarity   is   due to   previous history
and environments in which the Swiss federation was set up.
According to the  constitution no  two councillors can be
elected from the same Canton, nor can two persons who are
even distant relatives be members  of the Council at the
same time,§ The term of the Council is three years but the
Councillors are usually re-elected as long as they desire to
remain there, and the result is that members have often put
in long terms of office extending sometimes over a quarter
of a century.   They are not responsible to the legislature
in the parliamentary sense but they carry out its orders  and
instructions.    All this indicates how far the Cantons have
*"The President usually consults the Cabinet about the more impor-
tant questions of legislation and executive policy, but he is under no
obligation to do so..,.,,.	The importance of the cabinet depends on the
relative weight of the personality of its members and of the President.
The cabinet meets in secret, and it keeps no records. Its votes are of no
consequence, the President being free to follow its advice or not."
Eeed. 'Form and Functions of American Government,' p, 245,
f Ibid, p. 246.
$ Brooks.   •Government and Politics of Switzerland,' p. 103,

